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COMMENTS ON BIRDS 




S. Dili .ox Ripi.ey 



1. Birds front Kofian Island 



0])])ortuiiities for visitin^’ Kofiau Lslaiul (often called Kof- 
Hao, Kavijave, Kavijaaw, or Pojijia in the literature) are few 
and far between. The island lie.s nearly ninety inile.s west of 
Soron^’, regional eajiital of western Netherlands New Guinea, 
exposed to strong swells in the monsoon seasons. No boat an- 
chorage exists and the small jiopnlation of Besarese fishermen 
lives jirimarily on a few offshore rocky islets. 

Odoardo Beccari visited Kofian in .July, 1875, on a schooner 
from d’ernate, intending to spend several days (1875). His 
visit was cut short, however, by illness, and he spent only 
thirty hours there. Fortunately he was able to collect a total 
of 10 specimens during that time including topotypes of 
Tanysiptcra cUioti and lihipidura vldna. These forms had 
been taken in 1807 by David Hokum, an assistant of Mr. 
Iloedt a professional su])})licr of birds in Ambon. In 1875 also 
Bruijn’s collectors fi’om Ternate visited Kofian, and except 
for an undated visit by Bernstein, this seems to have been the 
last ornithological visit to the Island. 

During 1951 while studying birds in the Moluccas and West- 
ern Papuan Islands on a field tri]),’ my wife and I attenijited 

' Thi.s field work was supported by researeli fellowship grants from the 
(iuggenheiin Foundation and the National Science Foundation as well as 
fuiuls from Yale and the Vosc Fund of the Explorer’s Club of New York. 
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to visit Kofiau. Xcitlier patrol vc.ssels nor commercial schoon- 
ers were available, however, during our stav in New Guinea 
and an attempt to secui’e the services of an oil companv flving 
boat also failed. Somewhat later my assistant, .Jusup Khakiaj, 
managed to visit Kofiau iti 11)55 in a seagoing canoe accom- 
panied by an Arafura bird hunter from Misool. He s])ent 
fifteen days from the 25 April to 1) May on the Island and 
was able to clamber about the rocky foreshore and climb a 
short way into the heavily forested interior. 

Kofiau Island is about fifteen miles long, running in an east- 
west direction. It is heavily wooded, and the ])resent settlements 
are essentially on the offlying islands such as Djailolo and 
Deer which lie just north of the mainland of Kofiau separated 
from it by a narrow sheltered channel. Kofiau lies outside of 
the 200 meter bank which marks the Sahul Shelf and includes 
sucli islands as Salawati, just off the Xew Guinea mainland, 
and Misool. some thirty miles south south-east of Kofiau. The 
island has several hills, one nearly a thousand feet tall, named 
Mata or lioemfoar. 

'I'he lioo Islets which lie about ten miles west of Kofiau in- 
clude one islet Hoo Ket jil an alteniative name of which is Po]>a. 
'rids name has been applied to Kofiau in the literature. Beccari 
in his letter to Salvador! (1875, tom. cit.:T0T) speaks of 
*‘Poppa” as l)eing a misnomer for Kofiau, which he spelt Kof- 
fiao. David Hokum in 18()T called the island Kavijaaw. 

Jusup Khakiaj’s collection while small, is of interest, as it 
appears to be the first made in |)erha))s eighty years. I am 
very grateful to the authoidties of the American Museum of 
Natural History for permission to examine specimens in their 
care. 

Of the thirty-one known species and subspecies from Kofiau, 
listed in the following pages it is interesting to note that they 
fall into these several categories. 

Sj)ecies of unknown affinities: one, Danda species (seen but 
not collected). 

Migrants: three, Pluvialis doiiiia'iea fidviis, Merop.s oraatu.s, 
Ilaleyoa saiiefa saaeia. 



April 20, 1050 Hii-ds from Papuan Islaiuls 

This leaves twenty-seven fornis which may he character, 
as follows : 

1) Forms common to Moluccas and New Guinea; seven 

(= -'T%). 

Bntor'uU's atriat/is pa punish- 
Pand'tou hdUavtii.s nu‘lvUIeii.sis 
M cgapod'uis frepciticf freijriiu’t 
ChaJcophaps ind'tca iadica 
Calonuis tiicoharica nicohanca 
Paclii/ccjdiala phaiouot am 
Xcctariaia jagalaris frniafa 

2) Foi’ins 1 ‘epresentin^’ New Guinea subs]>ecies (includes Kai 
and Aru Islands) ; fouideen {= 51%). 

Pfd'iiiopiis hvoJi pras'niorrhoas 
PtiUnopas virtdis pcctoraUs 
M acropijgia a mhoiiinisis dorcga 
OpopsiUa dwpihalma d\o pthahna 
Micro ps'it fa kcicnsis chloroa'a ii tha 
Geoff vagus groffrogi pachcrani 
Cacomantis va riolosns itifaastas 
Ale gone ])as'dla pasUla 
Pitta sordida iiova-gaiueae 
Coraeiaa feiiuirostre miillerii 
Gerggone magiiirost vis oeeasa 
Mona reliii alee to eiialgbeoerplialas 
Monarelia gat tala 

Philemon novaegaineae noraegaineae 

d) Foiins re])i‘esentin^' Moluccaii subs]>ecies; two (= 
Coraeiaa pa jiaensis melanolora 
Diernrus hot tent ot t ns at roeaernleas 

4<) Forms inteianediate between s|)ecies of the Moluccas and 
New Guinea; four (= 15%). 

Tangsiptera (gala tea) ellioti 
lihipidnra rnfh'entris vidua 
Mona reh a j alianae 
Xeetarinia sericea marine 
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From the above it will he .seen that while 51% of the Kofiau 
re.sidents are o\erwhelniiMglv of elo.se New Guinea affinity, 
ahno.st one (piarter or 2‘2% represent forms either intermediate 
or more nearly Moluccan in their affinity, thus corresponding- 
closely with the geographical })osition of the Island. That 
15% of these re})re.sent endemisins is a remarkable example of 
the inhei’ent speciation ])otential of such an island in such a 
geographic location. 



.\nnotated last of J3irds from Kofiau 

In the following list, I have given the names of the collectors 
in brackets at the end of the discussion. 

1) Hutoiidrs .struitns pupncnsi'i Mayr 

$ , May 8, 19.55, wing 1T8 mm., cuhnen ()5 mm. This 
specimen is small compai-ed to Mayr’s measuiements (1940), 
hnt agrees with at least one specimen, although it was listed 
as ])ossibly subadvdt, recorded by \’an Hcnnnel (1 948 : .’397) . 

( Khakiaj ) 

2) Pandioii li(di(ietn.s »u’lv'dl(’nsi.s Mathews 

9 xVpril 80. (Khakiaj) 

.’3) Mcgapodiiis frcpc'nict frcpc'inct Gaimard 

$ May 2 (Bruijn, Beccai-i, Khakiaj) 

4) J*lnvi(iHs dom’nYica fulva (Gmelin) 

An adult, unsexed, in breeding dress was t.-iken in May. 
(Khakiaj). 

5) PtiVniopna rhudi pra.sinorrliott,s Gray 

(Beccari) 

0) PtiVwopns vh'idia ju’ct oroUft (Wagler) 

(Beccari) 

7) Dll cilia sp..^ 

.lusup Khakiaj re]) 0 )‘ted the ])resence of a large fruit pigeon 
on Kofiau. 'I'he hii'ds were high up in forest ti'ees, difficult to 
see, as always, and resisted his collecting efforts. lie believes 
that the sj)ecies represented is Diicnla rii fig aster. 



